
Dear Friends,

Praised be Jesus Christ!

The month of November begins so beautifully. While we might be lamenting the loss of daylight and

colder temperatures, the Church offers us great beauty as we celebrate the saints and our beloved dead.

When I think of the Communion of Saints I imagine a huge stadium filled with all the holy men and

women through the ages. It is like we are on the field and the saints are cheering us on to holiness. I find

it a very comforting image to think of so many awesome people supporting us through all stages of life.

Something I have struggled with before is the thought that I’ll never be a saint. The reality is that most of

us probably will not be canonized by the Catholic Church yet we are called to be saints. How does that

work? When I examine my life there are so many moments that make it seem like I am so far away from

sainthood. Then I remember that the saints felt the same way. Look to the life of St. Augustine who lived

a very immoral life before his conversion. He has gone on to be one of the most influential saints and

doctors of the Church. There are many others who lived a life for themselves before living a life for God.

Even then, they were not perfect yet they constantly grew in holiness and in relationship with God. The

other reality is that we do not need to be canonized by the Catholic Church to be saints. Those canonized

are great role models and examples for everybody. We, too, can be saints just like them! It was once

shared with me that the only difference between us and the saints is that the saints never gave up. How

true that is. We read the lives of the saints and in all things – joy, sorrow, sin, tragedy, and grace – they

always stayed close to God. Perhaps that is the most basic yet profound example given to us, always stay

close to God.

I imagine that as we then remember our beloved dead, we remember saints from our own lives. As I

reflect on the people I have buried over the years I think of how many saints I came across. When you

listen to the family talk about such wonderful attributes and the sacrifices that person made it becomes

so easy to see their sainthood. The folks who have gone before us, who we still love dearly, are cheering

us on as well. Out of love, we continue to pray for them and all of those who have died.

With these celebrations and the holidays approaching this can be a difficult and emotional time for many

people. Wherever you find yourself please know that I am here for you and this parish is here for you. I

invite all of us to, like the saints, stay close to God. Let us pray for those who God has called home and

their families.

All holy men and women, Saints of God…pray for us!

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Rev. Aaron R. Laskiewicz


