
Dear Friends, 

Praised be Jesus Christ!  

Happy New Year! I hope this letter finds you still joyful at the birth of our Savior. I hope that these past 

few weeks have been filled with love and laughter with family and friends. With the traditional holiday 

season coming to an end we now look to winter with perhaps a bit of fear. Now it is back to reality. Fear 

not, however, for the Green Bay Packers are in the playoffs! The longer the Packers play the easier it is 

to endure winter.  

We begin this new year, as we do every new year, in celebration of the Solemnity of Mary the Holy 

Mother of God. As much fun as the Packers are, this is the reason for our hope – our faith. As the People 

of God, we seek God’s blessings and favor, as Mary did. We do this because of her Son who came to 

draw all people to Himself. We then confidently call God our Father. Each new year brings about a sense 

of hope and renewal. For many of us it takes a bit more energy to be hopeful these days. In these 

moments we remember that with God all things are possible and that each moment of every day is a 

new opportunity with God.  

New Year Resolutions are a popular thing. Rarely do they last into February let alone the rest of the 

year. Often these are made with great intentions of somehow improving ourselves mentally, physically, 

or spiritually. Whether or not you are someone who makes resolutions, I do invite you to reflect on how 

you can take a step deeper in your faith for this coming year. Perhaps it is building on the Advent 1% 

Challenge. Maybe it is getting involved in a new ministry that’s been tugging at your heart. Maybe it is a 

new form of prayer or coming to daily Mass in addition to Sunday. I offer this to all of us, including me, 

because I am excited to see how the Holy Spirit is going to work in our parish family this coming year.  

We have some events coming up that I would like to share with you that might also be a spark for you as 

well. A few years ago, Bishop Robert Barron created a six-part video series entitled The Mass. In it, he 

goes through the history and meaning of each part of the Mass. We are going to offer a viewing of this 

series along with discussion and Q&A with me on the six Tuesdays leading up to Ash Wednesday at 6:30 

p.m. in the Gathering Space. They are as follows: 1/25, 2/1, 2/8, 2/15, 2/22, 3/1.  

Also, you may have heard of a TV series entitled The Chosen. This series is a wonderful portrayal of 

Scriptures that I have found quite moving and prayerful. We are offering a viewing of this as well with 

opportunity for discussion after each episode. The dates for this are on the following Wednesdays: 1/5, 

1/12, 1/19, 1/26, 2/2, 2/9, 2/16, 2/23. 

I hope you are able to join us! May God bless and reward us today, tomorrow, and forever! 

 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 

 

Rev. Aaron R. Laskiewicz 


