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Richard N. Fragomeni is a priest of the diocese of

a Albany. A noted lecturer and retreat director, Fathe
X P Fragomeni is chair of the Department of Word and
Lifelon Worship at Catholic Theological Union, Chicago,
9 and spiritual director of the Shrine of Our Lady of
) Pompeii, also in Chicago.
o Faith
Formation
AVISION FOR A VIBRANT FAITH COMMUNITY: St. Mary Catholic Faith Community is very pleased to once again
LIFELONG FAITH FORMATION COMMISSION host an evening with Fr. Richard Fragomeni.
Please join us on Monday, February 16, fro®@.m. as Fr. Fragomeni helps us to
The Lifelong Faith Formation Commis prepare for the season of Lent. Since we are in the year of Paul, the topic will be
role is to tie all the ministries and groups AJoi n Paul as we journey through Lent . o

involved in Lifelong Faith Formation
together, providing encouragement, vision,
and direction to staff and leadership involved
in these ministries. We continue to encourage
collaboration and creativity between groups

and ministries. The LFF Commission i
continues to invite those interested to become
part of this vital ministry. %‘

=
Please call the LFF office for more information. hy -
(e

Archdiocese .

35


http://www.churchart.com/search/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=95095637

34

CHECK OUT THESE WEB SITES

St. Mary Catholic Faith Community é é é éééééééééé
Lifelong Faith Formationé é ¢ é é é é 6 é é 6 € é e é é é é é
Catholic Encyclopedi aééééééeééé
CatholicOn-l i neéééécééééecééééeeéééeéc
Official Vatican Websiteé é é é e 6 6 é éé e e ééééeééé
JustFai thééeéeéééecéééeecéééeeccééeceé
Pax Christi Internationalé ¢ é é 6 é ¢ é é e éeéééeéeéé
The Hunger Siteéécéééecéééecéeé
Silvert Burdett & Ginnééeéeééeé
Archdi ocese of Milwaukeeééééeéé
Sacred Space: Daily Prayer on
Paulist Young Adult Siteé ¢ 6 é é 6 6 éééééééééééé
St. Anthony Messenger Pressééé

LIFELONG FAITH FORMATION HANDBOOK 2008-2009 -

€ é .www.stmaryhc.org

é . www. st mar yhc
éééeéeecéée. WWww .
é @ww.catholic.org
€. www. vat.i
é

WWW. j

Web Sites -

CONTACT PERSONS

CHI

LD Ml

NI STRYééééeeeceééeééee.

Ji

m Beuscher



CONTENTS

LI FELONG FAITH FORMATI ON POLI ClI ESé-6eéeééec
FEE POLICIESééeéééececéééeceéééeeccééceeceeéeéée. . |
LI'FELONG FAI'TH FORMATI ON OFFI CE STAFFéeéececéc
SACRAMENT POLICY FOR CHI LD MI NI STRYéeéeec
RAI NBOWS and OTHER OPPORTUNITIES FOR CHI LI
PROCEDUFE FOR ENTERI NG SCHOOL AND PARI SH ¢

CHILD MINISTRY
diYearOldand5YearOl d Ki ndergartenééééééeéeédxréeéeéée.

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

ADULT AND FAMILY MINISTRY

About Small Christian Communities, Cathol:i
About Sacrament al Preparation for Adul t séc
About Speci al Event séééééééééééééeépréeéeééééc

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

About Soci al Justiceéééééééééééééecééééeééécéc
OFFICE OF PASTORAL MINISTRY

About Birth and Baptisméééééécéééeéecéecécéeécéeéc
About Grieving and Healingééééecécé8Eéeééeéc
About Spiritual Growth and Devel opment éééc¢
About Listeningé. éééééééeééééeeéeceeeeceeéecéc

LIFELONG FAITH FORMATION HANDBOOK 2008-2009 - Contents -

PASTORAL CARE

AVETO6S LI STENI NG SESSI ONSoO

Current Locations - o . _ _

A project that creates opportunities for military veterans to talk about their experiences and to find re-
sources they need for the challenges the?/ face when the¥_ return home from service. All sessions are
confidential, small group, and usually include other vets. There are currently five sites, but more will be
developing Iin the future. Call the individual locations for dates and times.

- Monday evenings .
Gesu Parish Center, Milwaukee . )
directly behind Gesu Church at 12th & Wisconsin . )
Parking lot entry off 11th St., 1/2 block south of Wisconsin Ave.
Registration encouraged by calling 42887101, Walkins always welcome

-Tuesday evenings
St. Sebastian Parish House
6400 Washington Blvd, Milwaukee
4142883748

- Tuesday evenings,
St. John Lutheran Church
4850 S. Lake Drive, Cudahd/ ]
Enter double glass doors, Upper or Lower Parking lot
Registration encouraged by calling 4481-0520, Walkins always welcome

- Thursday evenings
Northshore Presbyterian Church
4048 N. Bartlett, Shorewood
4145104262

-Thursday evenings
Catholic Worker House
615 Lake St.Waukesha
262-524-8278
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PASTORAL CARE: SPIRITUAL GROWTH & DEVELOPMENT

Women at the Well

September, 2008 through May, 2009 9:15am to 10:30am

A Womenos

Catholic Study Group

Grounded in Prayer and Faith Development

The Catholic Tradition is rich with the lives of spiritual guides who have tapped the very heart
of God. These spiritual leaders offer us tools for our own journey in life. Francis of Assisi, St.
Ignatius of Loyola, St. Catherine of Siena, St. Teresa of Avila, are just a few of many who

have been the pioneers of movements and spiritual insights that continue to thrive today. But

to thrive,

they must be understood. This year

will investigate the life of St. Ignatius of Loyola and his spiritual exercises. We will use two
books for our foundational understanding:

Companions of Christ: Ignatian Spirituality for Everyday Living

And

Inner Compass: An Invitation to Ignatian Spirituality

Below, please find our schedule for the year.

September 5,

September 26,

October 3,
October 17,
November 7,
November 21,
December 5,
December 19,
January 9,

January 23,
February 6,
February 20
March 20,
April 3,

April 24,
May 1,

May 15,

Introducing the Books of Study;;;The Life of St. Ignatius Loyola
What the Mystics and Saints offer us today

Down to Earth with God,

Journaling: A Side Bar

God in the Narrative of Each Day: An Examen

Living True: A Carpenterods Worksho
Approaches to Scripture

Ego-Centrism  God as our Center

The Movements of God in our Lives: Desolation/Consolation
Continue Desolation/Consolation

Prayer that Works

More? Taking Ignatian Understandings to our Everyday Life

Introducing the book Inner Compass by Margaret Silf

Where am I? How am I? Who am 1?

Tracking Our Moods

Making Our Way in the Dark

Why Donét You Answer My Prayers?
Recognizing my Attachments/Pathways to Detachment

Enemies and Friends

Freedom and Truth, What are they?

CELEBRATE THE END OF ANOTHER YEAR!
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LIFELONG FAITH FORMATION POLICIES

St. Mary offers a variety of Religious Education Programs to meet the needs of its parishion-
ers .It is our mission to minister to all the children of our parish. Parents of children in the pub-
lic schools are strongly encouraged to enroll their school-aged children in our religious educa-
tion program. Because Lifelong Faith Formation is an ongoing process, it is necessary that
children participate fully at all grade levels. To register your child/children, you must be an
active/contributing member of St. Mary.

ACTIVE PARTICIPATION INCLUDES: Mass attendance by children and parents, and
sharing your time and talents at church activities. A contributing member is one who remem-
bers to financially support the parish. The parish subsidizes a significant amount of money
to allow for the variety of programs offered and the staff that is needed to minister in these
programs.

ANNUAL ATTENDANCE
Consecutive yearly participation in Lifelong Faith Formation programming offered to students
in the Preschool through Confirmation level is strongly encouraged.

Lifelong Faith Formation is an ongoing lifelong process. The determination of readiness to
participate at a particular level in Lifelong Faith Formation programming will be made in con-

sultation with the Program Director, the chil db

REGULAR ATTENDANCE

Children are expected to participate in all program sessions, except in cases of sickness or
family emergency. Children in preschool through grade 3 must be brought to and picked up
from the gathering site (Classroom/Church) by a parent, guardian, or other designated adult.

REPEATED ABSENCES

Following the third unexcused absence (absence without prior notification and/or justification),
parents wil/l be contacted and asked to meet
pation in the program will be determined at that time. As a result of unnecessary absences,

the child may be required to repeat the appropriate grade level.

LIFELONG FAITH FORMATION HANDBOOK 2008-2009 - Policies



LIFELONG FAITH FORMATION POLICIES

FAMILY PARTICIPATION

This is YOUR program. So along with the staff, both parent(s) and child are asked to become
actively involved throughout the year. Please prayerfully consider where you can best serve
your parish community. Many hands are needed!! Your participation on the financial level is
always appreciated, but your time and talent should be an ongoing contribution to your parish
as well. This type of stewardship is fostered by prayer, discernment, active participation, and
authentic sharing of our personal resources.

SAFETY

For the safety of your children while attending class, we recommend that whenever possible
you come into the building with your children, observe standard parking regulations and be
cautious as you drive near the entrance. NO CAPS MAY BE WORN IN THE BUILDING.

DAMAGE TO PROPERTY
Care and respect of the property used should be given by those who participate in the
programs. Parents will be notified of the damage done by their child, and the cost of repair or

replacement is the parentds responsibility.

DISCIPLINE

When young people come together for the purpose of learning about and knowing Christ and
His Church, it is expected that they conduct themselves accordingly. The students should
exhibit respect for people and property, maturity and a willingness to participate in classroom
activities. Students who fail to act accordingly will be given two warnings. After the second
warning, a conference with the teacher, student, parent(s) and D.R.E. or D.Y.M will be called.
Constructive resolution of this problem will be mutually agreed upon among the student,
parent(s), teacher and D.R.E. or D.Y.M.
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PASTORAL CARE: GRIEVING & HEALING

A TIME TO HOPE, ATIME TO HEAL

HOLIDAY GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
Mondays, November 10i December 15, 2008
7:00 - 9:00 P.M.

Struggling with issues around loss? Feeling sad and overwhelmed by the sorrow that comes
from the death of a loved one? Wondering how you will handle the holidays? Then join the
Holiday Grief Support Group, A Time to Hope, A Time to Heal, beginning Monday evening
November 10 and running through December 15 2008, 7:00 7 9:00 P.M. (six consecutive
Monday evenings) in the conference room. Call Mary Matestic at 425-2174, ext. 338, to
register. Or watch the bulletin for a registration form. A burden shared is a burden lightened.

SPRING GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
Mondays, March 30 i May 4, 2008

Another Group to process grief together will meet in the Spring on Monday evenings begin-
ning in March 2007. We will meet for six consecutive Monday evenings. Again please call
Mary Matestic for the place we will meet, or watch the bulletin for further details.

NIGHT OF HEALING FOR THE BEREAVED
November 2, 2008, 4:00 P.M. Liturgy with Pot Luck Supper to follow at 5:30 P.M.

Each year on or near All Souls Day, the St. Mary community invites those within the parish
who have lost loved ones to death to come to a special healing liturgy and pot luck supper.

This year you will receive a special invitation for Thursday evening, November 2, at 4:00 P.M.

to gather with your family and friends to celebrate the memories of your loved ones in the
context of a healing liturgy.

NOVEMBER IS NATIONAL HOSPICE MONTH

Once again, parish member Lu Ann Pilat a nurse with Vitas Hospice

will help us understand what Hospice Care is and what it is not. Please
watch the bulletin for dates and times as we grow to understand together
loving ways we can attend to our family members and friends as they face
the final stages of life.

HOSPICE
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PASTORAL CARE: GRIEVING & HEALING

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY

Why was a Prayer Shawl Ministry begun at St. Mary Parish?

The question was asked by women,
support and a sense of Godds pre
that question, and a deep passion to show compassion, the Prayer
Shawl Ministry began here at St. Mary parish. Over 50 women spend
time knitting or crocheting prayer shawls or lap blankets for people who
are home-bound, recovering from surgery, for those who grieve or anyone who just
simply needs to feel a fiholy hugo during a
who knits often finds the time to be very contemplative as she thinks about, and prays for,

the person who will receive the shawl. The two never meet. The shawl is knit or crocheted
anonymously and sent to the Office of St. Mary. Pastoral Care ministers bring the shawl to
the person(s) they visit. It has been a phenomenal experience for the recipient, as well as

for the creators of the shawls. Many stories come back telling about what warm shawils,
penetrated with prayer, meant to the person.

If you desire to join this ministry, then please call Mary Anne Bunkers at 414-425-9360 or
Anita Hagen at 414-427-2924.

THE LABYRINTH

Our new devotional courtyard offers a place of quiet and reflection for our parish community.
Located just off Edgerton Ave. between the church and the parish offices, a labyrinth is situ-
ated, inviting people to come and find quiet for their souls. The purpose of the Labyrinth is to
find the place of union with God. The Labyrinth is open for the sacred journey each day during
the daylight hours. If you have questions about how to walk the Labyrinth, please call the
parish office and there will be scheduled times to learn about this ancient prayer journey.
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LIFELONG FAITH FORMATION FEE POLICIES

FEES

No one is denied participation in a program due to financial difficulties or inability to pay.
Individual circumstances are handled through the pastor and director of the program. Please
contact them if such needs arise.

Fees are to be paid in full at time of registration, payable to St. Mary Parish. If payments need
to be made, arrangements are available through the Lifelong Faith Formation Office.

Your completed registration reserves a pliINa@ce
refunds will be made after the first program session. Prior to the first session, a refund of 50%
will be given for withdrawal from the program.

Programs that cannot accommodate participants due to lack of volunteer help will be
canceled or adapted as necessary. Participants will be notified accordingly.

CALL THE LIFELONG FAITH FORMATION OFFICE for any concerns about programs and
information.

LIFELONG FAITH FORMATION OFFICE STAFF

Jim Beuscher . . ... Director, Child Ministry

Tim Winters . . . ... Director, Youth & Young Adult Ministry
Wendy Rappé . . .. Director, Adult & Family Ministry

Chris Warner . . . .. Time & Talent Ministry Coordinator

Barbara Schwartz . .Ministry to the Engaged Coordinator
Dolores Sikora / Jan Gural . . . Christian Formation Secretaries

PLEASE SAVE THIS HANDBOOK FOR REFERENCE

414-425-3101

Fax 414-425-9432
Office Hours: Monday 1 Friday
8:30 AM. T 4:30 P.M.

LIFELONG FAITH FORMATION OFFICE

St. Mary Parish
9520 West Forest Home Ave.
Hales Corners, WI 53130

LIFELONG FAITH FORMATION HANDBOOK 2008-2009 - Policies -

f

o



SACRAMENT POLICY FOR CHILD MINISTRY PASTORAL CARE: BIRTH & BAPTISM

Mary K. Matestic, Pastoral Associate

Children preparing to receive Eucharist or Reconciliation for the first time are required to
425-2174, ext. 338

be enrolled in religious education during the year prior to as well as the year of preparation

for the sacrament they will be receiving. This means the child must have been enrolled in a ABOUT BIRTH AND BAPTISM

formal religious education program or a catholic school setting. It is necessary that your BAPTISM PREPARATION

child participate in our parish sacramental program process. Please watch for a separate If you would like to have your baby Baptized, please contact

mailing to register your child/children for these special sessions. the parish during the first trimester of pregnancy or, if you are
adopting, then as soon as you know that your child will be

Second grade parents will receive registration information in early fall for preparation sessions coming, so that we can journey with you through the prepara-

which will begin in January 2009. tion for Baptism. Each family is asked to attend one class at

the Parish, held the fourth Tuesday of each month in the evening. You also will have an op-

portunity to engage in a faith conversation with another couple and to take some time to write

a letter to your child talking to him/her about your faith in God. It is a holy and blessed time to
connect and prepare your hearts for the celebra
your child for Baptism, please call our administrative assistant at 425-2174 during office

hours, 8:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M.

ELIZABETH MINISTRY

Elizabeth Ministry is an outreach to women in the special times of motherhood. It is based on
Jesusd vision of the radical goodness, beauty,
ministry is to affirm, support, encourage, and assist women in response to their needs during

the childbearing years. The Elizabeth Ministry seeks to celebrate birth, and grieve with

families when a child has died through miscarriage or infant death. We will also assist those

suffering with issues of infertility, encourage those in the adoptive process and support

families experiencing infant or child crisis, in order to be an extended family of faith.

How can you obtain an Elizabeth Minister for yourself or someone you know? Just contact
Mary Matestic in the Parish Office at 414-425-2174, ext. 338.

If you are interested in being trained to be an Elizabeth Minister, please contact the Parish
Office or Mary at the phone above.

WOMENOGS AUTUMN RETREAT
October 24,25,26, 2008
Each year interested women from St. Marybds gath
end of quiet reflection. Drawing close to God in prayer, women are fed spiritual food on the
shores of Lake Michigan. This year we will reflect upon the theme
ASpiritual Exercises...A Bit
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ADULT & FAMILY MINISTRY: SOCIAL JUSTICE FORMATION

JustBAITH

A JOURNEY INTO THE GOSPEL INVITATION

TO BE A PEOPLE OF JUSTICE AND COMPASSION
Engaging in the Churchés soci al
messages of our Gospel Tradition. JustFaith is a process that recognizes the complexity of
the call to compassion and provides a wide range of compelling resources and experiences
to communicate this tradition. The prophetic call to bring justice to a broken world deserves
a preparation that honors the difficulty of the task.

JustFaith is a formation process and spiritual journey. Over the course of seven to eight
months, participants meet weekly for readings, videos, lecture, discussion, prayer, retreats,
and hands-on experiences in justice education. The intent is to provide a tapestry of learn-
ing opportunities that emphasize and enliven the remarkable justice tradition of the Church.
Participants are not only exposed to a substantive and demanding course of study but also
are afforded the privilege of becoming a small faith community with other participants and
sharing a journey of faith and compassion that is both life-giving and challenging.

JustFaith will be offered at St. Mary Catholic Faith Community starting this Fall. The 30-

week program will meet on Wednesday evenings, 2008, and finishing May 2009. For more
information, call Chris Warner at 414-425-3101 x317 or Pam Lownik at 414-412-9516.
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OTHER CATECHETICAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR CHILDREN

RAINBOWS

Rainbows is a support program for children who have experienced loss through death or
divorce. It provides a safe environment for children to express and discuss their feelings of
loss. The program is led by trained parish facilitators.

Please call Jim Beuscher, at 425-3101, for more information.

CHI LDRENG6S LI TURGY OF THE WORD
Childreningrades1-5 are invited to participate in
The first and third Sundays of the month during the 9:00 and 11:00A.M. Liturgies. No
registrations required. Children will be invited to join the facilitators after the opening prayer
and will return after the Prayer of the Faithful.
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